
Crimen et Delictum, I (April 2011) 
International Journal of Criminological and Investigative Sciences 

________________________________________ 
FDE Institute Press®    2011 

Mantova - Italy 

Obsessive-compulsive and schizotypal 
characteristics in a group of male child molesters  
 
 
Stefan Bogaerts  
 
Full Professor of Forensic Psychology and Victimology at Tilburg University, INTERVICT, Law School. Forensic 
Psychology, School of Social and Behavioral Sciences. Catholic University Louvain. Leuven Institute of 
Criminology (LINC), Faculty of Law. Head Research and Innovation Forensic Psychiatric Center De 
Kijvelanden/Dok Visiting Professor at the Advanced High School of Criminological Sciences – CRINVE. Member of 
LIBRA‟s Advisory Board Association nonprofit – Network for the study and the development of dynamics of 
mediation.   
 
 

Marinus Spreen  
 

Head Research Forensic Psychiatric Center, Groningen and Lecturer Stenden University, Leeuwaarden, the 
Netherlands.  
 
 

George B. Palermo  
 

Clinical Professor of Psychiatry and Neurology, University of Nevada, School of Medicine and Medical College of 
Wisconsin and Adjunct Professor of Criminology Marquette, University of Las Vegas.  

 
Abstract  
 
In this study, a group of child molesters were compared to a control group for the obsessive-
compulsive disorder. Child molesters had a higher average score than control participants on the five 
subcategories of OCD that are distinguished by the Padua Inventory-Revised (impulses, washing, 
checking, rumination and precision). Both groups did not differ significantly. High-schizotypal child 
molesters showed more symptoms on three subscales than low scorers (impulses, precision and 
rumination). Only the variable impulses offered a significant contribution to the prediction of high- 
schizotypal or low-schizotypal within the child molester condition.  
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